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with virtue j and the temperate man will want an opportu-
nity [to shew his temperance.] For otherwise how will he
or any other character be known. For wishes are uncertain^
and even the unjust pretend that they wish to act justly':
apd there is a question k, whether the principle or the actions
themselves have the greater influence over virtue, since it
consists in both: it is evident therefore that the perfection
[of virtue] must reside in both; but with a view to actions,
it is in want of many things ; and by how much greater and
nobler the actions are., so many the more will it want. But
the contemplative man requires no such things, at least to
perform his energy; but as we might say they are even im-
pediments to his contemplation. But in his capacity of man
and of associating with many, he will choose to perform acts
of moral virtue. He will therefore require such things in
order to fulfil his human character.

$. But that perfect happiness is a kind of contemplative
energy might be shewn also from hence$ that we suppose
the gods to be preeminently blessed and happy. But what
moral acts can we attribute to them ? shall they be just
acts ? or will they not appear ridiculous making bargains,
and restoring deposits, or any such things as these? But
shall we give them courageous acts, that they may undergo
formidable things and meet clanger, because it is honourable?
or liberal acts? but to >vhom will they give ? and it is ab-
surd if they are to have money, or any thing of that sort.
But if they are temperate, what would follow ? is not the
praise absurd, because they have not bad desires? And if
we went through every case of moral action, they would
seem small, and unworthy of gods. But yet all suppose that
they live, and therefore energize; for they do not sleep, like
Endymion. To him therefore who lives, but is abstracted
froiji moral action, and still more so from production, what
is left besides contemplation? So that the energy of the
Deity, as it exceeds in blessedness, must be contemplative :

1 A slight transposition of the sentences has been made h<?re.
k Vide book iii, c. 2- sect 1.